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MYP English II
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Ms. McDonald
Contact Information:
amcdonald@fsd1.org
Wilson High School: 1411 Old Marion Hwy
Florence, SC 29501

Course Outline: This literature course focuses on the development of skills in language through sustained and
structured study of classical and contemporary world literature. Students learn to identify characteristics that
distinguish literary forms and explain the influence of historical period on form, style, and point of view in a
selected piece of work. Students will study vocabulary, write, and conduct research while reading a variety of
genres including short stories, poetry, plays, informational texts, plays, novels, films, and even music. Critical
thinking and analysis will be developed. Students are expected to read, discuss, and analyze literature and write
extensively. This course consists of the study of literature from various time periods and locations around the
world.

Material Requirements: Chromebook, charger, folder, and notebook

*Students will be advised if special materials will be required for class and/or individual projects.

Assessment Criteria: The goal across these four sets of standards is to help you develop critical thinking, literacy, and
communication skills. All assessments this year will be assessed with the IB MYP objectives/criteria listed below.

A: Analyzing

I. analyses the content, context,
language, structure, technique
and style of text(s) and the
relationships among texts

II. analyses the effects of the
creator’s choices on an audience

III. justify opinions and ideas,
using examples, explanations
and terminology

IV. Evaluate similarities and
differences by connecting
features across and within
genres and texts.

B: Organizing

I. employ organizational
structures that serve the
context and intention

II. organize opinions and ideas
in a sustained, coherent and
logical manner

III. Use referencing and
formatting tools to create a
presentation style suitable to
the context and intention.

C: Producing text

I. produce texts that
demonstrate insight,
imagination and sensitivity
while exploring and reflecting
critically on new perspectives
and ideas arising from
personal engagement with the
creative process

II. make stylistic choices in
terms of linguistic, literary and
visual devices, demonstrating
awareness of impact on an
audience

III. Select relevant details and
examples to develop ideas.

D: Using Language

I. use appropriate and
varied vocabulary,
sentence structures and
forms of expression

II. write and speak in an
appropriate register and
style

III. use correct grammar,
syntax and punctuation

IV. spell (alphabetic
languages), write
(character languages)
and pronounce with
accuracy

V. use appropriate
nonverbal
communication
techniques

Grading: Grading will be conducted on a percentage scale adhering to the following criteria:
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A 90-100 B 80-89 C 70-79 D 60-69 F Below 60

Classwork/ Daily Grades
(Q1 or 3): 30%
(Q2 or 4): 25%

Summatives

Participation/Group work/Discussion Boards
Bell-ringers
Mini Projects/Reports
Writer’s Notebook

Tests/Major Projects  (Q1/3)  40%
(Q2/4)  45%

Quizzes 30%

*Semester/Final Exams          20%
If you are enrolled in English II, the EOC counts for 20% of the final
grade. Students enrolled in English II cannot exempt the EOC.

Q1 (or Q3) = 40%
Q2 (or Q4) = 40%
E1 (or E2) = 20%

Course Overview
*This syllabus is tentative. The lessons, units, and summatives are subject to change based on the learning needs of the students

Unit & Essential
Questions

MYP Strand Focus
Student Learning Objectives

Unit 1:
Argument, & Persuasion
Unit Focus: Argumentative &
persuasive texts (essays,
speeches, etc)
Essential Questions:
-How can arguments affect
change?

Text(s):
Speeches:
-

Criterion A-Analysing the background of the author with an important aspect of the time
period and how it was reflected in the work.

Criterion B-Organize a speech using the Monroe sequence

Criterion C-Produce a speech and a visual component

Criterion D- Using appropriate language to persuade their audience regarding their
societal issue.

● I can write a speech and present it orally to the class.
● I can integrate knowledge and ideas.
● I can identify major and sub-types of nonfiction (essay, article, speech).
● I can identify and evaluate facts and opinions as well as cause and effect.
● I can identify and gather details in nonfiction via research.
● I can research and present research findings orally.
● I can investigate a topic and report findings.
● I can cite text references.
● I can gather facts and evaluate those that support findings.
● I can form inferences.
● I can analyze cause and effect.
● I can analyze and create communicative text
● I can create and evaluate types of structure and organization.
● I can identify and explain the main idea and topic.
● I can compare texts.

Unit 2- Elie Wiesel’s Night
Unit Focus: Nonfiction
Essential Question:

Criterion A: Analyze - Analyse the background of the author with an important aspect of
the time period and how it was reflected in the work.
Analyzing the author's craft and use of rhetorical devices in writing.
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-How can silence and
indifference perpetuate
violence?
Suppl. Text(s):
-Excerpts from Diary of Anne Frank
-“Keep Memory Alive“ (Speech)
- Elie Wiesel’s “The Perils of
Indifference” (speech)

Criterion B: Organize- Organize a research presentation regarding current genocides and
organize a literary analysis.
Criterion C: Produce Text –Literary analysis essay
Criterion D: Using Language: Literary analysis of the language in the narrative.

Student Learning Objectives:
● I can write autobiographical narrative, using appropriate writing conventions and the elements of an

autobiographical narrative.
● I can use Standard English and MLA documentation to write a literary analysis.
● I can define and analyze words from “sight,” context, and structure.
● I can identify and analyze the author's craft and structure.
● I can integrate knowledge and ideas.
● I can identify the author’s style (diction, syntax and tone).
● I can investigate a topic and report findings.
● I can cite text references.
● I can gather facts and evaluate those that support findings.
● I can form inferences.
● I can analyze cause and effect.

Unit 3:
Lord of the Flies

Unit Focus: Fiction

Essential Questions:
-What makes good people do
bad things?
-Are humans inherently evil?
-Is fear necessary in
maintaining a society?

Criterion A- analyze an allegory

Criterion B-organizing text evidence for literary analysis

Criterion C produce text-

Criterion D Using Language- producing literary analysis and creative project

Student Learning Objectives:
● I can identify themes and archetypes.
● I can analyze character development.
● I can identify and differentiate between the two categories of conflicts.
● I can determine how an author’s cultural background and personal biases shape his piece of writing.
● I can connect background history and culture to a piece of writing.
● I can define words from sight, contextual and structural clues.
● I can connect historical background to a piece of writing.

Unit 4: Midsummer Night’s
Dream
Unit Focus: Drama
Suppl. Text:

Essential Questions:
How do emotions drive our
lives?

Criterion A: Analyze - Analyze the characterization of a character
Criterion B: Organize-
Criterion C: Produce Text – Literary analysis essay and choice board activity
Criterion D: Using Language- Using appropriate language depending on choice board
activity

Student Learning Objectives:
● I can deepen my understanding of the elements of short stories.
● I can identify and differentiate between the two categories of conflicts.
● I can identify and differentiate between the subcategories of conflicts.
● I can make inferences.
● I can deepen their understanding of historical connections and the context of a short story.
● I can identify the three types of ironies.
● I can write a comparison-contrast explanatory essay of, at least, two text with
● similar themes.

Unit 5: Poetry
Unit Focus: Poetry
Suppl. Text:
-“I am Offering this Poem”
(Jimmy Santiago Baca)

Criterion A: Analyze - Criterion B: Organize-
Criterion C: Produce Text –
Criterion D: Using Language-
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--“The Hill We Climb Amanda
Gorman (poem)
- “Lift Off” Donovan
Livingston
-Jazz Fantasia
-“Do Not Go Gentle into that
Good Night” (Dylan Thomas)

Essential Questions:
-“Does all communication
serve a positive purpose?”

Student Learning Objectives:
● I can use close reading strategies within the context of a particular genre.
● I can determine what figurative language is being used and its effects
● I can acquire and use academic vocabulary (poetic).
● I can research author’s background to make a clear connection between heritage
● and poems.
● I can paraphrase and analyze rhyme and meter for meaning and style

Classroom Procedures  - Attached you will find a list of classroom procedures that students are required to follow within

Ms. McDonald’s class. Students should familiarize themselves with the expectations and procedures while keeping this

list as a reference. All students will be responsible for learning and adhering to these procedures daily in order to maintain

a learning environment free from disruption.

I.  ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
A. It is the responsibility of the student to work to his or her highest potential and to strive to excel at all

times.

B. Each student is expected to complete and return ALL assignments. The student is responsible for making
up any missed assignments, quizzes, or tests administered during his/her absence. If a student is absent and
misses a major test, he/she has five (5) school days to take the test. If the test is not taken during the
allotted time, the grade becomes a zero (See FSD1 Policy Idea: Make-Up Opportunities).

C. Unexcused late assignments will be accepted with a late penalty of 10 points per day for formative &
summative assessments from the grade received on the late assignment.

Missing Work & Absences:
D. ABSENT? Make up work should be returned to the teacher within three days of your return to school. If

you are returning from a long period of time away from school, we will work on an individual
case-by-case basis for deciding due dates. Major projects, papers, and assignments are exempt from the
five-day-rule and will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

E. If you know you are going to be absent on a due date, email your project, paper, or assignment BEFORE
the time of the class period that it is due to be turned in for full credit.

F. If you have a doctor’s note for the day the assignment was due, I will accept a late assignment for full
credit. If you do not have any documentation, 10% points for summative assignments  will be taken off for
each day that the assignment is late.

G. If you know you are going to be absent on a due date, email your project, paper, or assignment BEFORE
the time of the class period that it is due to be turned in for full credit.

H. All students are expected to take required class tests or exams.

E. WHS Second Chance Policy:
Wilson High School has implemented a Second Chance Policy. If a student earns a score below 90% on
work that is counted as a major test grade (55%), the student will be granted one opportunity to retake
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the assignment for a grade not to exceed 90%. To take advantage of this opportunity, the student must
complete and return a retake ticket and have a parent signature before a test retake is allowed.
Additionally, students must attend review/tutorial sessions before a retake is granted. Likewise, all extra
help and retake work must be completed within five (5) school days.
*Please be advised that quarter and final exams, EOCs, benchmarks, and projects are excluded and
CANNOT be retaken.

For daily grades, classwork, and assignments that are counted 45%, students will NOT be given the
opportunity to retake the assignment(s). Additionally, if a student does not complete an assignment,
he/she will receive a zero (O) for that assignment counted as 45%. Failure to complete incomplete
assignments will lead to a class failure and/or loss of class credit.

F. Teacher’s Office Hours:
Email or contact me at least 24 hours if you desire to meet after school. However, the schedule is subject to
change. Emails sent after 5 pm will be answered the next day.

II. STANDARDS FOR WRITTEN WORK

A. When turning in written assignments, students are expected to do the following:
1. Head papers properly on the left side of the document.

 Name
 Class
 Period
 Date

2. Proofread carefully (specifically check for capitalization, spelling, & punctuation)
3. Write everything in your own words and cite any outside sources.
4. Always write in complete sentences unless otherwise noted by the teacher.

II. Plagiarism & Cheating Policy
● The penalty for plagiarism and cheating will be a zero for the assessment or assignment;

furthermore, disciplinary actions will follow according to school policy.
● Plagiarism is defined as taking credit for another’s ideas or words without attribution. Plagiarism and

cheating for any assignment will result in a 0 grade for that assignment.
● Cheating is defined as falsifying one’s academic work or assisting another student to falsify academic

work. The following are examples of cheating:
○ using hidden notes, copying from another student, or helping another student during an

assessment or in class essay.
○ giving assessment questions or answers to a student from another class or obtaining assessment

questions or answers from students in another class
○ stealing assessment questions or answers
○ feigning ill to avoid assessments
○ changing answers, comments, or grades on an assessment already graded
○ copying from a student or allowing another student to copy homework (unless collaboration is

explicitly encouraged for the particular assessment or assignment)
○ using technology in any way to share assessment questions or answers with other students, to

communicate with other students during an assessment, or to reference resources not permitted
for completing the assessment or assignment using study aids (e.g., Spark Notes, Cliffs Notes,
etc.) in lieu of assigned readings
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III.  ATTENDANCE/TARDY PROCEDURES
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. Students are expected to arrive on time for class.
Students who arrive after the tardy bell for class will be marked tardy in Power Teacher. Students

will receive an intervention for each time they are tardy for class (Wilson High School Student Code of
Conduct Policy).

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY

Cell Phones

I understand that cell phones could be a potential resource during classroom instruction, however I have found
that most students do not have the self discipline to not text, email, snap chat, etc. during class. Because of this,
cell phones, headphones, earbuds, AirPods, etc,  must be placed in your backpack or purse at the
beginning of class unless the teacher has requested for a lesson. Violation of the cell phone policy will
result in possibly having your cell phone taken away until the end of class or further consequences.

Chromebooks/tablets, etc.

Chromebooks are essential for success in this class. Chromebooks are expected to be charged before class.

V. CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE: STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Students are expected to adhere to the Code of Conduct for Florence School District One even if they
are learning virtually.
The following English rules and expectations will be enforced:

1. RESPECT
● No Phones or headphones.
● Be respectful. Students are expected to show respect in words and actions to other students,

to the teacher, to the school, and to themselves at all times.
● Privacy: Students should respect their classmates’ privacy. They should not take

photos/videos in the classroom.
● Stay on topic and be respectful. Be mindful during class discussions. *Inappropriate

conversations such as profanity will be reported.
2. ACCOUNTABILITY

● Be prompt. Students are expected to arrive at class on time.
● Be prepared. Students are expected to bring their all assignments and other required

materials to class (i.e. Chromebook & charger)
● Stay on Task. Students are expected to use class time constructively and work until all work

is completed. Students should refrain from eating, sleeping, and unnecessary talking in
class.

3. LIFE LONG LEARNER
1. Strive. It is the responsibility of the student to work to his or her highest potential and to strive to

excel at all times.
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2. Participate. Students are expected and required to actively participate in the virtual and in-class
sessions whether through discussions, chat features, group work, and daily e-learning activities.

VI. AGREEMENT FORM: Students, please initial on each line.
____ There is absolutely no eating in the classroom.
____  Students will receive intervention for each electronic device used during unauthorized time
(texting, scrolling through other sites during class time, receiving or placing calls, and other operative
modes).
_____To maintain the privacy of their peers, students are not permitted to take screenshots or record
any video chats unless permitted by the instructor.
____ Students must not share or post any inappropriate materials on any digital form in this classroom
______During class, purses should be placed in the basket under the desk. Book bags should be placed
on the floor.
____Students are not allowed to groom in class (comb/brush hair, apply makeup, spray cologne, etc.).
❖ If a student chooses not to adhere to the rules, five of the following interventions will occur:
1. Verbal  Correction

2. Acknowledgment (verbal warning, a reminder of procedures, etc.)

3. Classroom Referral (student/teacher conference, parent phone call and/or lunch detention/time-out)

4. Administrative Referral or ABE

*Severe offenses will result in an automatic administrative referral

● Included in this discipline plan are ways to positively reinforce students who choose to abide by the class rules.

These students are rewarded with praise, positive notes or calls to parents, etc.

ENGLISH POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ACCEPTANCE STATEMENT
The signatures below indicate that we have read and understood the course syllabus, classroom procedures, and
expectations for Ms. McDonald’s English class for the academic year of 2020-2021. By signing below either
physically or electronically, we agree to be mindful and follow these Policies and Procedures to ensure a
successful semester in this class. We also acknowledge that we have read and will adhere to all rules stated in
Wilson High School’s handbook and agree to the above-mentioned consequences. **The terms of this
document may be subject to change.
________________________ _______________________________

Student Printed Name Parent/Guardian Printed Name/Date


